[Current knowledge and unresolved problems in the pathogenesis of abdominal aortic aneurysm].
This is a wide literature review on abdominal aortic aneurysm (81 references). The main branches in which research is in progress are presented, and new concepts in pathogenesis are illustrated. These come out of the development of knowledge in basic sciences and their interdisciplinary application to this disease. Biochemistry, pathology, immunology, genetics, mathematics, mechanics, fluidodynamics are the routes now followed in the effort to cast light on the inner mechanism of birth and growth of this disease, presently unpredictable and uncontrollable, but successfully treatable by vascular surgery.